MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

cause of his view that the servants of Allah in this world
are forced to- do- what they do of themselves, thus opposing
our sect in its view that Allah is the creator of that which
his servants acquire. They say to our sect: " If he (Allah)
is the creator of the oppression of men, then he must be an
oppressor, and if he is the creator of the lies of men, then
he must be a liar." They might as well say to abu-al-Hud-
hail: " If you say that Allah, in the next world, creates the
falsehood put in the mouth of the people of hell, as they
say: * By Allah, our Lord, we were not polytheists ' ( Surah
6, v. 23), then he must be a liar, according to the view that
the liar is the one who creates the lie." But this conclusion
against us does not hold good, because we do> not hold that
the oppressors are the ones who created the oppression and
the liar the lie. On the contrary, we hold that the oppressor
is the one from whom oppression proceeds, and the liar the
one from whom the lie proceeds, not the one who creates
them. Al~Khaiyat offered as a plea for this innovation of
abu-al-Hudhail the following: " The next world is a place
of rewards and not a place of responsibility; therefore if
the people of the other world were the performers of their
acts, they would be responsible for them, and their reward
106 and punishment would be in another world." To this view
of al-Khaiyat it can be answered: " Do you agree with, or
reject, this view of abu-al-Hudhail? If you agree, then you
say about it the same thing that he says, which, as a matter
of fact differs from what you say. But if you reject it, then
there is no meaning to your apology for a thing which you
yourself condemn." We, however, say to abu-al-Hudhail:
" Why do you say that the condition of the people of the
other world is such as to render them unable to* perform
deeds, and then say that they are commanded to thank
Allah for their enjoyment, but not commanded to pray, nor
to give alms, nor to fast, nor are they to cease from disobe-
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